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T
he Perdido River sweeps us between white 
sand shoals and steep forested banks as it 
winds out of longleaf pine uplands down 
toward the Gulf of Mexico. The waterway 
is alive; the river’s current thrums beneath 
us, and the chatter of newly arrived song-
birds reverberates from the trees.

For 10 weeks, we’ve been hiking, biking and paddling from 
the Everglades Headwaters to Gulf Islands National Seashore, 
proving that it’s feasible to designate and protect a statewide 
wildlife corridor to ensure the long-term survival of Florida’s 
unique and endangered fauna, including the Florida panther. 
And now we’re at the end, with lessons learned and a redou-
bled sense of what Florida has to gain — and what it has to 
lose if the Legislature fails to use Amendment 1 money as peo-
ple intended in overwhelmingly supporting it.

Forming the boundary between Florida and Alabama, the 
Perdido carries us for the final few days of the Glades to Gulf 
Expedition. As we draw nearer to Perdido Bay, the river wid-
ens among flooded forest, slowing and shifting with daily 
pulses of tide. Once in the saltwater, we paddle the inter-
coastal waterway through Big Lagoon to Gulf Islands National 
Seashore and our end point near Fort Pickens, a historic 
armament guarding the entrance to Pensacola Bay. 

Family and friends await our landing. After a symbolic 
swim in the gulf, we celebrate over a picnic and casual cer-
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China used more cement 
between 2011 and 2013 than the 
United States used in the entire 
20th century.

It’s a statistic so mind-blow-
ing that it stunned Bill Gates. But 
can it be true, and, if so, how? Yes, 
China’s economy has grown at 
an extraordinary rate, and it has 
more than four times as many 
people as the United States. But 
the 1900s were America’s great 
period of expansion, the century 
in which the United States built 
almost all of its roads and bridges, 
the interstate system, the Hoover 
Dam and many of the world’s tall-
est skyscrapers. And China and 
the United States are roughly the 
same size in terms of geographic 
area, ranking third and fourth in 
the world, respectively.

The statistic seems incredi-
ble, but according to government 
and industry sources, it appears 
accurate. What’s more, once you 
dive into the figures, they have a 
surprisingly logical explanation 
that reveals some fascinating dif-
ferences between the two coun-
tries, and some ominous realities 
about China.

Gates plucked the statistic 
from the historian Vaclav Smil, 
who calls cement “the most 
important material in terms of 

China’s 
colossal 
cement 
century
In just three years, 
China poured more 
cement than U.S. did 
in the 20th century.

Week 1: Sunrise at Creek Ranch on the banks of Lake Hatchineha. Week 2: Exploring the headspring of the Chassahowitzka River.

Week 3: A nursing manatee at Three Sisters Springs in Crystal River.

Week 4. Paddling downstream on the Steinhatchee River. Week 5: The Aucilla River flows on the east side of the Red Hills region.

 Week 6: A river otter on a tributary of the Ochlockonee River. Week 7: Apalachicola National Forest is Florida’s largest national forest.

Week 8: A steephead ravine creek discharges into Econfina Creek. Week 9: Netting an Okaloosa darter on protected Eglin Air Force Base land.

Week 10: Blackwater River State Forest and its diverse longleaf forests.

A clear path 
to saving 

wild Florida

BY STEVE CONTORNO
Times Staff Writer

For most of his presidential 
campaign and much of his pres-
idency, President Barack Obama 
endured erroneous claims that 
he was born in Kenya rather than 
the United States. He released 
the short form of his birth cer-
tificate to prove he was born in 
Hawaii. Then the long form. The 
conspiracists quieted down but 
did not go away.

Now, the first candidate to 
throw his hat in the ring for the 
2016 presidential contest, Sen. 
Ted Cruz, R-Texas, was born out-
side the United States, a fact he 
willingly offered. 

Cruz, who was born in Canada, 
has maintained there are no con-
stitutional barriers that prevent 
him from running. And so far 
the challenges to his candidacy 
are few and far between. 

So can Cruz run? He likely can, 
just as Obama could have even if 
he were born in Kenya (which, 
again, he most certainly wasn’t).

Cruz — full name: Rafael 
Edward Cruz — was born in Cal-
gary, Canada, in 1970. His fam-
ily was living there because his 
father was working for the oil 
industry at the time. They moved 
when he was 4. Cruz grew up in 
Texas and graduated from high 
school there, later attending 
Princeton University and Har-
vard Law School.

In 2013, the first-term sena-
tor — already considered a pro-
spective presidential candi-
date — released his birth certif-
icate, which shows his mother 
was born in Delaware and his 
father was born in Cuba. (A situ-
ation similar to Obama’s, whose 
mother was born in Kansas and 
father was African.)

Most legal scholars maintain 
that Cruz is in the clear despite 
his Canadian birthplace. 

But is the issue 100 percent 
settled? Not exactly. 
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emony. Spirits are high, thinking 
about the fantastic wild places 
we’ve experienced and the people 
whose foresight and dedication 
has protected the natural gems 
strung throughout our journey. 
But new awareness and a tugging 
urgency shape the mood about 
the work yet to be done — the 
need to fill in the gaps and protect 
the missing links so that the Flor-
ida Wildlife Corridor can remain 
intact for future treks and future 
generations. 

This has been a real journey of 
discovery. Even for experienced 
explorers who have spent a lot 
of time in Florida’s backcountry, 
there were surprises and lessons 
around every corner. Mapping out 
each mile of the route in advance 
gave us a baseline familiarity, but 
to be immersed in the woods and 
waters of the Florida Wildlife Cor-
ridor for 70 straight days pro-
vided new levels of insight about 
the challenges and opportunities 
for its conservation. 

From the Green Swamp to 
Chassahowitzka, from the Nature 
Coast and the Forgotten Coast, 
from freshwater springs to gulf 
beaches, from the 16 rivers we 
paddled to the hundreds of miles 
of upland and swamp trails we 
hiked, from Panhandle bays to 
their headwaters in the longleaf 
pines, from public parks to private 
conservation successes, we were 
awed by the natural beauty, wild-
ness and opportunity we encoun-
tered every single day.

The takeaway is that a state-
wide wildlife corridor really is 
possible — it exists right now 
even where it lacks formal protec-
tion. We were able to travel 1,000 
miles mostly laying footsteps in 
wild enough places that a bear or 
panther could follow. This is a tes-
tament to conservation success 
from decades past, including the 
Florida Forever program that is 
responsible for many of our state’s 
water and wildlife management 
areas, and an impressive net-
work of state forests and nation-
ally acclaimed state parks. But it’s 
also a reminder of the importance 
of working agricultural lands as 
part of the matrix of connected 
habitat, in particular the millions 
of acres of pine timberlands in the 
Big Bend and Panhandle. 

The journey also drew our 
attention to the gaps in protected 
habitat — the “missing links” of 
the corridor. Traversing these 
missing links was a wake-up call; 
many of the corridor connections 
are impermanent, fragile and can 
easily be lost. 

There is a lot at stake with the 
future of missing links. For exam-
ple, we explored vast wild places 
like Apalachicola National For-
est and a million acres of associ-
ated conservation land that is a 
solid hub for the corridor, and fur-
ther west a similar-sized wealth of 
protected lands including Eglin 
Air Force Base, Blackwater River 
State Forest and Alabama’s Cone-
cuh National Forest. But the lands 
in between are not secure. Road-
widening projects and a new air-
port inland from Panama City 

hint at the population and devel-
opment to come, threatening to 
create hard edges and their result-
ing impediments to the largest 
contiguous longleaf pine forest 
left on the planet. 

There were also hopeful signs 
for protecting missing links, such 
as the Coastal Headwaters Forest 
Florida Forever project we toured 
in the western Panhandle. It pres-
ents an innovative model for con-
serving, restoring and sustain-
ably harvesting 100,000 acres of 
longleaf pine forests on private 
lands in Florida with a matching 
scale in Alabama. But the project 
cannot progress or succeed with-
out public investment in conser-
vation easements, providing cap-
ital needed for restoration and 
preventing the land from being 
developed.

After witnessing the needs and 
opportunities firsthand, we expe-
dition team members are dis-
heartened by the environmen-
tal budget proposals coming out 
of the Florida House and Senate 
— as are likely of most of the vot-
ing public. Nearly 75 percent of 
Florida voters gave clear support 
for Amendment 1 and its stated 
purpose of investing in land and 
water conservation. But from 
more than $700 million in new 

conservation 
dollars avail-
able, the House 
and  Senate 
budget propos-
als average just 
$6 million to 
Florida Forever, 
which histori-
cally received at 
least $300 mil-
lion per year.

The bud-
gets proposed 
shortchange 
Florida’s sci-
ence-based and 
publicly vetted 
Florida Forever 

list, which prioritizes 2.2 million 
acres of land still needing conser-
vation funding, 1.15 million acres 
of which are critically important 
to the Florida Wildlife Corri-
dor. These priority lands can be 
protected by using both public 
purchase and conservation ease-
ments, which compensate owners 
for the development rights to keep 
the lands green in perpetuity. 

The House budget for Rural 
and Family Lands recognizes the 
value of easements by provid-
ing $25 million for agricultural 
protection on working ranches 
and timberlands. But at this pace 
it could take a century to real-
ize conservation goals that with 
more focused funding could be 
achieved in a decade. 

Our team would like to see a 
robust and sustained investment 
— at least in keeping with the 
Florida Forever budgets before 
the recent recession — in order to 
protect the acres needed to com-
plete the Florida Wildlife Corri-
dor. This is a timely investment 
to protect wild Florida, and to 
ensure its continued capacity to 
sustain the lives and economies of 
all who call the state home. 

Each Sunday for past 10 weeks in 
Perspective, the Tampa Bay Times 
followed the expedition’s journey, 
publishing journal entries. On the 
cover of Perspective we reprise each of 
the Carlton Ward Jr. photographs that 
illustrated that week’s entry, which 
you may read at http://tbtim.es/
wildlifecorridor. 
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What the Constitution says
The constitutional requirements for a pres-

idential candidate created by the Founding 
Fathers are concise but not readily clear.

Two provisions are obvious: The candidate 
must be 35 years of age and a resident of the 
United States for 14 years. The third qualifica-
tion: He or she must be a “natural born citizen.”

What does it mean to be a “natural born cit-
izen”?

Most legal experts contend it means some-
one is a citizen from birth and doesn’t have to 
go through a naturalization process to become 
a citizen. 

If that’s the definition, then Cruz is a natu-
ral born citizen by being born to an American 
mother and having her citizenship at birth. The 
Congressional Research Service, the agency 
tasked with providing authoritative research 
to all members of Congress, published a report 
after the 2008 election supporting the thinking 
that “natural born” citizenship means citizen-
ship held “at birth.”

There are many legal and historical prec-
edents to strongly back up this argument, 
experts have said.

Those precedents were the subject of a recent 
article in the Harvard Law Review by two for-
mer solicitor generals of opposing parties, Neal 
Katyal and Paul Clement, who worked for Pres-
idents Barack Obama and George W. Bush, 
respectively. They wrote that “natural born” 
had a longstanding definition dating back to 
colonial times.

British common law recognized that chil-
dren born outside of the British Empire 
remained subjects, and were described by law 
as “natural born,” Katyal and Clement wrote.

“The framers, of course, would have been 
intimately familiar with these statutes and the 
way they used terms like ‘natural born,’ since the 
(British) statutes were binding law in the colo-
nies before the Revolutionary War,” they said.

Additionally, the first Congress of the United 
States passed the Naturalization Act of 1790, 
just three years after the Constitution was writ-
ten, which stated that children born abroad to 
U.S. citizens were, too, natural born citizens. 
Many members of the inaugural Congress were 
also authors of the Constitution. 

Incidentally, this isn’t the first time the qual-
ifications of a candidate have come into ques-
tion. George Romney, the father of Mitt Rom-
ney who ran for president as a Republican in 
1968, was born in Mexico. Barry Goldwater, 
the 1964 GOP presidential nominee, was born 
in Arizona before it was a state. Neither can-
didate’s campaign was derailed by citizenship 
challenges.

More recently, Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
faced questions about his eligibility because he 
was born in the Panama Canal Zone while his 
father was stationed there. 

Interestingly, McCain’s potential Democratic 
opponents — Obama and then-Sen. Hillary 
Clinton — co-sponsored a Senate measure to 
settle McCain’s eligibility. The April 2008 reso-

lution said, “John Sidney McCain, III, is a ‘nat-
ural born Citizen’ under Article II, Section 1, of 
the Constitution of the United States.” It passed 
unanimously.

The Supreme Court’s silence
The reason a question still remains even 

after Romney, Goldwater and McCain is 
because the Supreme Court — the ultimate 
arbiter of constitutional questions — has never 
directly ruled on the citizenship provision for 
presidential officeholders. And that means a 
note of uncertainty remains.

Some have unsuccessfully challenged the 
qualifications of presidential contenders, but 
courts have been reluctant to address the issue. 
Several citizens filed lawsuits asking the court 
to rule on whether McCain was a natural born 
citizen early in 2008, but the legal challenges 
didn’t go anywhere.

“We know from the McCain lawsuits, courts 
don’t want to touch this,” said Sarah Duggin, a 
professor of law at Catholic University who has 
researched this issue extensively. “It very well 
may be that the courts would refuse to go near 
this. There are so many issues.”

Partly, Duggin said, citizens who triggered 
the lawsuits in the past don’t have standing to 
sue.

But courts may be forced to weigh in if one 
of two things occur: a state, citing Cruz’s Cana-
dian birthplace, tries to exclude him from the 
ballot; or another presidential candidate chal-
lenges Cruz’s eligibility.

Neither scenario is likely, though there may 
be a potential wild card this go-around: Don-
ald Trump.

The business tycoon and television person-
ality was one of the most outspoken birthers 
who claimed Obama was born in Kenya, not 
Hawaii. While others who erroneously ques-
tioned Obama’s birthplace have been silent on 
Cruz, Trump, a fellow Republican, has not.

“It’s a hurdle. Somebody could certainly look 
at it very seriously,” Trump told a New York 
news outlet Monday. “He was born in Can-
ada. If you know and when we all studied our 
history lessons, you are supposed to be born 
in this country, so I just don’t know how the 
courts will rule on this.”

Trump is also exploring a presidential bid. If 
he did enter the race, it could give him stand-
ing to launch a lawsuit against Cruz.

The courts could still punt on the question, 
Duggin said. They could consider this a polit-
ical question, in which case it would be out of 
bounds for the courts to interject. 

But until it happens, or until a constitutional 
amendment clarifies matters, we won’t know 
for sure.

“No matter how many people opine,” Duggin 
said, “There’s always going to be that issue.”

PolitiFact Editor Angie Drobnic Holan contributed 
to this report. Read more rulings and see the Truth-
O-Meter records for some of the possible presidential 
contenders at PolitiFact.com. Contact Steve Contorno 
at scontorno@tampabay.com. Follow @scontorno.
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1. Lake Hatchineha
2. Chassahowitzka River 
Headwaters
3. Crystal River
4. Steinhatchee River
5. Aucilla River
6. Ochlockonee River 
7. Apalachicola River
8. Econfina Creek
9. Eglin Air Force Base
10. Blackwater State Forest
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Joseph Guthrie, Carlton Ward Jr. and Mallory Lykes Dimmitt 
celebrate the end of their 10-week trek, proving that a wildlife 
corridor is feasible if policymakers are willing to make it happen.

Sen. 
Ted Cruz 

announced 
his 

candidacy 
for president 

last week. 
He was born 
in Canada to 
an American 

mother.
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Jupiter crushed 
early planets
A wild and unruly young Jupiter 
once caromed like a giant billiard ball 
through the inner solar system, shat-
tering early planets and clearing out 
the once-crowded community around 
our sun, University of California, Santa 
Cruz, astronomers revealed in a new 
report. From their deaths came a big 
mess of dust and rocky debris — the 
ancestral ingredients of Earth, Mercury, 
Mars and Venus. Astronomers have 
long puzzled over why there are no 
planets inside Mercury’s orbit.
“It’s a totally empty field. A void. Just 
solar winds,” said researcher Gregory 
Laughlin, whose proposal was reported 
last week in Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences.
The mystery has deepened as we’ve 
learned more about other solar sys-
tems, thanks to NASA’s Kepler satellite. 
Other solar systems — almost 500, at 
last count — typically have many plan-
ets orbiting much closer to their host 
star than Mercury does to ours.  
“It shows we’re special. An anomaly,” 
said Laughlin. After Jupiter swept 
through the early solar system like a 
wrecking ball, Saturn sucked it back, 
and it retreated into its now-mannerly 
orbit. Destroyed, this first generation 
of planets, including newly formed 
Super Earths, spiraled into the sun, the 
researchers believe. Then a second 
generation of inner planets — Mercury, 
Venus, Earth and Mars — formed out of 
the debris left behind.
Lisa M. Krieger, San Jose Mercury 
News

New York Times

A section of the Amazon illegally slashed and burned sits next to a section 
of virgin forest in Brazil. The Amazon is losing its ability to capture carbon.

A little perspective

Amazon soaking up less carbon
The ability of the Amazon forest to soak up excess carbon dioxide is weakening over 
time, researchers reported last week. That finding suggests that limiting climate 
change could be more difficult than expected. For decades, Earth’s forests and seas 
have been soaking up roughly half of the carbon pollution that people are pumping 
into the atmosphere. That has limited the planetary warming that would otherwise 
result from those emissions.
 In a vast study spanning 30 years and covering 189,000 trees distributed across 321 
plots in the Amazon basin, researchers led by a group at the University of Leeds, 
in Britain, reported that the uptake of carbon dioxide in the Amazon peaked in the 
1990s, at about 2 billion tons a year, and has since fallen by half. The main factor 
seems to be that the initial acceleration of growth sped up the metabolism of the 
trees.
“With time, the growth stimulation feeds through the system, causing trees to live 
faster, and so die younger,” Oliver L. Phillips, a tropical ecologist at the University of 
Leeds and one of the leaders of the research, said in a statement. Further research 
is needed, but the scientists say that climate forecasting models that assume a con-
tinuing, robust carbon sink in the Amazon could be overly optimistic.
Justin Gillis, New York Times

Solving the ketchup problem
It is one of life’s little problems: glue that doesn’t come out of the tube because, well, 
it’s glue. LiquiGlide, a company started by a professor at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and one of his graduate students, has come up with a solution for 
it: a coating that makes the inside of the bottle permanently wet and slippery. The 
glue quickly slides to the nozzle or back down to the bottom. Elmer’s Products Inc. 
has signed an exclusive licensing agreement for the use of such coatings in glue 
containers. The technology could also have major environmental payoffs by reduc-
ing waste. In a few years, “we expect it to be ubiquitous,” said J. David Smith, the 
graduate student turned chief executive of LiquiGlide. Tests by Consumer Reports in 
2009 found that much of what we buy never makes it out of the container — up to a 
quarter of skin lotion, 16 percent of laundry detergent and 15 percent of condiments 
like mustard and ketchup. The MIT researchers worked out a theory to predict inter-
actions among the surface, the lubricant and air. Essentially, the lubricant binds more 
strongly to the textured surface than to the liquid, and that allows the liquid to slide on 
a layer of lubricant instead of being pinned against the surface, and the textured sur-
face keeps the lubricant from slipping out. “We’re not defying physics, but effectively, 
we are,” Smith said. A mayonnaise bottle could be coming by early next year, the 
founders say. Easier-to-squeeze toothpaste could arrive in 2017.
Kenneth Chang, New York Times

A drone as lifeguard 
A pilot project at beaches in Chile is using drones to deliver flotation devices to 
swimmers who are in danger. AETecno reports that the drones can fly about three-
quarters of a mile and have GPS for alternative navigation. They are also equipped 
with external speakers to give instructions or reassurance to swimmers, and they 
have video cameras so lifeguards on the shore can see what’s going on and where 
to drop flotation devices. At night, the drones’ LED fixtures can illuminate a victim in 
the water.
In a rescue, a drone goes out to the victim, drops a flotation device, and then hovers, 
while a lifeguard actually swims to the scene. That way the floatation device gets 
there first and the drone can act as a marker for the lifeguard who is swimming out. 
So far in the pilot program the drones have been able to reach victims in 30 seconds 
on average, which is three minutes faster than standard response from human life-
guards.
Lily Hay Newman, Slate
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